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Like fanatical scavengers of high culture, Charles Green and Lyndell Brown work with an 
accumulation of archival images. As one of Australia’s most established 
collaborative partners, their pastiches of collaged images consciously flex their 
knowledge of art history, current affairs and popular culture whilst exploring notions of 
history, society, entropy and war.  

With a multiplicity of pictorial vocabularies, The Dark Wood continues to lattice paint-
ing, photography and digital reproduction within a nexus of visual and cultural contexts.  
Painted trompe l’oeil, their imagery is a complicated assemblage, drawn from books, 
paintings, journals, polaroids, postcards and electronic media, simulating a kaleidoscopic 
collection of cultural curios across geographical boundaries with references that range 
from a young Jasper Johns with Shivas hand to images of the World Trade Centre to the 
Pantheon in Rome.  These crumpled pages, torn from Brown and Green’s personal 
momentos, are embedded against scenic vistas that act as a base for reorganizing their 
experience and history in visual form.  These works are a curatorial approach to 
nostalgia and personal histories, presented amid the context of cultural conditioning, 
appropriation, originality and authorship. 

Drawing from their numerous visits to India, their spiritual relationship to Tibetan culture 
and photographs from their travels in Asia, The Dark Wood is a self-reflective exhibition 
infused with the history of Western interaction with the East and the hippie trail of the 
1960’s and 1970’s.  Juxtaposed against these images are the bleakness of contemporary 
conflict that Brown and Green depict in their war series leading up to 2007. The Dark 
Wood work depicts a landscape of a beautiful pine-scented mountain valley in Nepal 
close to the Tibetan border against a perimeter post high in the mountains of central 
Afghanistan;  Manang (Tibet will be Free) pictures an image of the Himalayas juxtaposed 
with a larger image of Indian police patrolling for terrorists in Mumbai railway station.  
Each work has personal associations that the artists make with a certain place, combined 
with political and social occurrences of the past and present. Placed together the effect 
is that these works provide a symbiosis of what is personal is also universal, and what is 
contemporary is informed by its predecessors.  

Lyndell Brown and Charles Green have worked in collaboration as one artist since 1989. 
They are based in Castlemaine, in regional Victoria. In 2007, they were Australia’s Official 
War Artists, deployed to Afghanistan and Iraq, and are currently working on a 
follow-up project with artist Jon Cattapan, assisted by Australian Research Council 
Discovery Grant. Charles Green is Professor of Contemporary Art at the University of 
Melbourne. Author of Peripheral Vision (1996) and The Third Hand (2001), he is currently 
working with critic Anthony Gardner on a forthcoming book that will be a history of 
biennales.


