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FORCE OF NATURE 
An exhibition of works by international contemporary artists inspired by nature. 
Curated by James Putnam 
  

From the beginning of human history, and in 
every culture, nature has played a vital role in 
creative expression. Force of Nature, 
curated by James Putnam, Research Fellow 
at London College of Fashion, University of 
the Arts London, will include work by 28 
established and emerging international 
contemporary artists, surveying the influence 
of nature and its processes on their work.  

Nature is constantly in a state of change, and 
the artists’ awareness and sensitivity to this 
change is crucial to the creation of their work 
which will be site-specific, monumental or 
ephemeral.  

Movement, light, birth, growth, ageing, decay 
and rebirth are among the energies or ‘forces’ 
that artists strive to capture. Using a diverse 
range of media including organic materials, 
they are cont inua l ly search ing and 
synthesizing new ways to redefine our relationship with nature. The work from these artists will 
be evocative, provocative or sublime, with some conveying an urgent environmental message. 
Movement, change, light, growth and decay are fundamental to nature; these are the energies 
that artists strive to capture in their work.  

This exhibition aims to redress the common misconception that nature is an autonomous entity 
that exists independent from the human race. Humans are very much part of nature and the 
artist’s observation and understanding of this theme hopes to understand not only nature, but of 
the human condition within nature.  

Force of Nature aims to communicate an 
awareness of nature’s increasing fragility and some 
of the works are concerned with urgent issues of 
ecological and social sustainability.  

Force of Nature will be presented at The Art Pavilion 
in Mile End, providing a real synergy with its 
surroundings, the innovative architecture, evocative 
landscaped panorama as well as being adjacent to 
the Mile End Ecology Park.  

The exhibition will be accompanied by an extensive 
education program of talks and    workshops.  

‘Force of Nature’ has been generously supported by London College of Fashion, UAL, who in 
2021, will be relocating to a single site at the new Cultural and Education District on Stratford 
Waterfront, part of the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park.  



PARTICIPATING ARTISTS: Maddalena Ambrosio, Alice Anderson, Ruben Brulat, 
Felix de Bousies, Adeline de Monseignat, Susan Derges, Nancy Fouts, Andy 
Goldsworthy, James P Graham, Richard Hudson, Kang Hee Joon, Mark Karasick, 
Iyvone Koo, Ayça Koseogullari, Antti Laitinen, Janet Laurence, Richard Long, 
Alastair Mackie, Kate MccGwire, David Nash, Lucy & Jorge Orta, Giuseppe 
Penone, Peter Randall-Page, Cameron Robins, Tim Shaw, Yuken Teruya, Koen 
Vanmechelen, Douglas White.  

NOTES 

Location:  The Art Pavilion, Mile End Park, Clinton Road, London E3 4QY  

Duration:  Sunday 5th March - Sunday 9th April 2017   /   Open daily noon – 6pm 

Entrance:  FREE 

Private View:  Sat 4th March / 4-9pm  Late Night:     Thurs 6th April / 6-9pm 

Contact: For further information, images and interview requests please contact alix@alteriaart.com. 

Website: Details of the accompanying events and education program will be added here as they  
  are confirmed.   

Production: Alteria Art      
  
Supported by: 

Force of Nature is curated by James Putnam, Senior Research Fellow at UAL’s London 
College of Fashion. 
London College of Fashion: Shaping Lives Through Fashion 

London College of Fashion, UAL is a world leader in fashion design, media and business education. In 
boundary-pushing research where fashion intersects with science, engineering, and technology, and in 
enterprise, where it partners with top brands and helps launch new businesses. It has been nurturing 
creative talent for over a century, offering courses in all things fashion. Across every subject, it encourages 
students to examine the past and challenge the present. To have inventive, assertive ideas that challenge 
social and political agendas. It gives them the skills, opportunities – and above all, the freedom – to put 
those ideas into practice.  

It starts with education, with over 70 undergraduate and postgraduate degrees, and 165 short courses. 
Students come from over 100 countries. Some learn fashion design – its heritage, craftsmanship, radical 
thinking and high-tech practice. Others develop analytical skill, creative thinking and business acumen. 
Others still: cutting-edge approaches to traditional, experiential, and interactive media. They all examine 
the present in light of its deep historical context. And learn how to use fashion to build a sustainable future, 
and improve the way we live. 

In the next five years, LCF are moving to a single site at Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park in east London. 
There we will continue to do what we do today. Pioneer how we all consume and practice fashion. Use 
fashion design, business and media to shape culture, economics, and society.  

And through fashion, shape lives. 

Image 1 - After the Moon, C.C.P, 2012 - courtesy of the artist © Koen Vanmechelen 
Image 2 courtesy of The Art Pavilion, Mile End Park and Tower Hamlets 

http://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/lgnl/leisure_and_culture/parks_and_open_spaces/mile_end_park/the_art_pavilion,_mile_end/the_art_pavilion,_mile_end.aspx
http://www.arts.ac.uk/research/researching-at-ual/research-infrastructure/research-groups-networks-and-collaborations/fashion-visual-art/
http://alteriaart.com/
http://www.arts.ac.uk/fashion/

