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All stiched up. Dani Marti’s life long practice takes on a new twist. 

Time is The Fire in Which We Burn will open on September 22 at Arc One Gallery. 

Spanish born Dani Marti will combine video, installation and “woven paintings” to create a 
multifarious exhibition. Trained as a painter, Dani Marti’s process is often driven by the symbology of 
everyday industrial materials, craft practices, conceptualism and formalism. This new body of work, 
titled, Time is The Fire in Which We Burn  is a collaboration of both video and woven paintings. The 
video will touch on issues relevant to life experiences and the meaning of time as the fire in which we 
burn. 

Marti deals with the complexities of the human disposition, dealing closely with the notion of death and 
the ‘ethics of encounter’. Both the video and the paintings inform each other. They are abstract portraits 
of friends or people who have entered Marti’s space. His portraits indirectly refer to his search for 
identity in a life spent straddling two different cultures.  It’s an abstraction of representation that be-
comes like a new form of documentary language. The patterns and textures unveil unique characteris-
tics and traits, appearing somewhat like DNA.  

Recently commissioned to develop a masterwork for the foyer of the new Hilton, Melbourne,  Marti has 
also been selected to design the plan for the refurbishment of the Goulburn Street Carpark in Haymar-
ket, Sydney in collaboration with FJMT architects. Since 1998 Marti has held over 26 solo exhibitions 
and was finalist in the Helen Lempriere Sculpture Award (2001, 2002). Among his most recent woven 
commissions include: The Hilton Hotel, Docklands, Melbourne (2009) and Ed Filipowski- Mark Lee, 
untitled, New York (2007) and Nunez Martin Collection Infanta Margarita (European Monarchs), Canary 
Islands, Spain (2006). Marti has worked with Dale Jon Evans Architects to conceptualise and design 
wind-wall installations for Docklands/Mirvac (Melbourne, 2002-03) and with Wardle + Hassel and Lend 
Lease to create under the Crescent Moon (Melbourne, 2006). 

Dani Marti will be available for interviews from the 22nd Sept until the 26th in 
Melbourne. For further enquires please contact Arc One Gallery. 
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‘Oscillating between hopefulness and failure, Dani Marti’s work is hinged 
to a representational paradox. For on the one hand it presupposes belief 
in the act of portrayal, and on the other hand it tacitly admits portrai-
ture’s inevitable failure to accurately capture. But whether working in the 
medium of weaving or video, his relation to his subject is consistently 
fixed: an obsessive, laborious, and often desire-driven attempt to repre-
sent something of his subject that is beyond appearances. Something of 
a deep-rooted lust between him and his subject, something of an es-
sence, something, in other words, beyond surface. But it is surface—quite 
literally—that we as viewers are left with in Marti’s work, whether in the 
abstraction of a large-scale weaving or in the flat documentary-style his 
videos take. There is no invitation to anything deeper than its screen, 
nothing objectively closer to ‘the real’ other than what one chooses to see 
and read into it.’
Lois Rowe

Dani Marti commission, Installation View,  New Hilton, Docklands, 2009


