
Because Painting opens at ARC ONE Gallery on Tuesday 23 September, 5-7pm

A spectacular exhibition of Peter Daverington’s new works will be at ARC ONE Gallery, Melbourne, from 23 

September to 25 October 2014. 

In Because Painting, Daverington explores the materiality of painting as a contemporary artist with the skill 

of an old master, and will unveil for the first time his series of large-scale figurative works to the public. 

He embraces maximalism – in bold defiance of current trends – and explores oil paint as a medium of 

representation in today’s digital age.

Driven by the pure pleasure of applying paint to a canvas, in this exceptional body of work Daverington 

playfully revisits the history of art – from Ancient Greece to the Renaissance and modernity – and emblazons 

it with the new. Painterly themes of classical figuration and religious iconography traverse Romantic and 

Medieval landscapes, yet here they are rendered contemporary through Daverington’s signature application 

and knowledge of architecture, geometry and space, all brought to fruition by his extraordinary colour 

palette.

Peter Daverington, The Valley, 2014, oil on canvas, 335 x 550 cm
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The exhibition’s monumental centrepiece, The Valley (2014), stretches over five metres and displays the 

artist’s command of scale, composition and illusionistic depth. In a feat of pictorial juxtaposition, fragmented 

planes meet exquisite photorealistic landscapes and classical figures in a masterful conflation of conceptual 

and formal concerns. Appropriated elements from the work of Albert Bierstadt, Matthias Grünewald,  

Pieter Bruegel the Elder, Tintoretto, Bartolomé Esteban Murillo and J.M.W. Turner interlace with self 

portraiture, River Red Gum trees, serpents, strawberries and octopus tentacles.

Delivered through a prism of humour and the absurd, the paintings also reflect Daverington’s own personal 

history. Striking self portraits are a recurring motif, and his years spent as a nomadic traveller seeking out 

and immersing himself in different cultures and landscapes are echoed in his depiction of far-off, utopian 

lands.

Peter Daverington (b. 1974, Melbourne, Australia) has held more than a dozen solo exhibitions since 2004. In 

2006 Daverington completed an MFA at the Victorian College of the Arts where he received the prestigious 

KPMG tutorship to teach in the painting department. He has received two Australia Council for the Arts 

project grants, in 2005 and 2010 respectively; the John Coburn Emerging Artist Award in 2008, and most 

recently, the Rupert Bunny Fellowship in 2011. Recent exhibitions include Big Scope: Painting and Place, Lake 

Macquarie City Art Gallery (Lake Macquarie, Queensland); 100 Little Deaths, Bravin Lee Programs (New 

York); Peekskill Project V, Hudson Valley Centre of Contemporary Art (Peekskill, New York); and Currents 
2012 – Santa Fe International New Media Festival (Santa Fe, New Mexico). Peter Daverington lives and works 

in New York.

For all enquiries, interviews and images please contact ARC ONE Gallery at mail@arc1gallery.com

Peter Daverington, The Hanging Gardens of Nineveh, 2014, oil 
on canvas, 260 x 198 cm


