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ARC ONE Gallery is pleased to present THE SIGNIFICANT OTHER, an exciting group 
exhibition in association with ART+CLIMATE=CHANGE 2015. An opening reception 
will be held on Thursday 16 April, 6-8pm.

THE SIGNIFICANT OTHER focuses on important themes surrounding us and the natural 
environment and climate change. The exhibition considers how humans need to map 
their world, and how no other species on earth does so with such extraordinary impact 
and consequences. Remarkably our planet, albeit small in proportion to its universe, 
stands out as uniquely exquisite and generous with life. As our world is progressively 
threatened by our own race, art is a vital language through which we can spur emotion, 
thought and action. Whether through a direct engagement with environmental 
concerns or in pure celebration of the natural world, the artists in THE SIGNIFICANT 
OTHER navigate the critical intersection of art and the environment. 

Featuring major works, this dynamic exhibition traverses a range of content, approaches 
and media. A key figure both locally and internationally in eco-art practice, Janet 
Laurence presents three visually-immersive works that demonstrate her ongoing 



concern for the fragility of life forms and ecosystems. The late and acclaimed John 
Davis, continually inspired by the Australian bush, broke ground in his practice and 
here offers a quietly poignant meditation on the vulnerability of nature in human 
hands with The Collection, a sculptural suite of calico-bandaged fish ‘washed ashore’. 
Similarly, Huang Xu’s lyrical, large-scale photographs are at once beautiful and ominous, 
composed of intertwined and degrading plastics reminiscent of both seaweed and the 
forces that threaten to destruct marine ecologies. In a collaborative venture with the 
elements, Catherine Woo creates bold and richly textural canvases by literally ‘painting 
with weather’. 

The lead image for the exhibition is a monumental new work by Murray Fredericks, 
Salt 400, a key edition in his famous Salt series, which puts our place in the universe 
into dramatic perspective. Sam Shmith also turns to the skies in his compelling and 
contained photographic work, inciting awe and reverie by capturing a spellbinding 
moment of astronomical wonder. Anne Zahalka’s seminal Wild Life series, taken within 
New York’s Natural History Museum, reflect on ideas of nature as beauty and spectacle, 
and our convenient position in observing climate change from a remove. Finally, 
punctuating the exhibition is Pat Brassington’s characteristically surreal Major Tom – 
an ambiguous depiction of a gas-masked face morphed with a jet plane – a powerful 
premonition as environmental issues continue to advance at an increasing and global 
level.

THE SIGNIFICANT OTHER is presented as part of ART+CLIMATE=CHANGE 2015, 11 April–17 
May 2015, a Melbourne-wide Festival of art exhibitions, forums and talks seeking to harness 
the creative power of the Arts to inform, engage and inspire action on climate change. 

For more information: www.artclimatechange.org

For all enquiries, interviews and images please contact  
ARC ONE Gallery at mail@arc1gallery.com
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