
ARC ONE is pleased to present an exciting 
exhibition to end the year by Melbourne- 
based artist, Tracy Sarroff. An opening 
reception will be held on Saturday 12 
December, 4-6pm.

Tracy Sarroff’s Barbecue Stalagmites, Balloon 
Drumsticks presents a series of remarkable 
new drawings that span the quirky and 
cheerful to the dark and unsettling. Described 
by Sarroff as visual ‘gibberish brought about 
through automatism’, the works integrate 
motifs which have long informed her multi-
disciplinary art practice – from ideas relating 
to geology and natural forms to geometry 
and man-made interventions. Channelling 
the artist’s underlying fascination with the 
relationships between art and science, as 
well as science fiction and science fact, these 
drawings convey a realm in which the natural 
and artificial coalesce. 

In this exhibition of works on paper, Sarroff 
uses a combination of pencil, conté, archival 
pen, watercolour and gouache to create 
exquisitely rendered images. Meticulous and 
intricate drawing is balanced with reductive 
areas of flat colour and simple line, as realistic 
and figurative representation is juxtaposed
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Tracy Sarroff, Blue Conductor, 2015, conte pencil, archival pen, 

gouache on paper, 76 x 56 cm.
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with formal elements of abstraction such as colour, shape, form, texture and composition.

The title, Barbecue Stalagmites, Balloon Drumsticks, reflects the artist’s free-spirited and varied 
approach. At times, her images are brazenly tongue-in-cheek; former Arts Minister George Brandis 
is irreverently portrayed as the Grand Taste Maker, while the quintessentially Australian ‘clown 
swing’ of our youths is given cultural cachet, perched on a classical Roman plinth. With Barbecue 
Stalagmites, Balloon Drumsticks anything goes, yet at the heart of this exhibition lies Sarroff’s 
unique pictorial language, a fantastical joie de vivre and an uninhibited celebration of creativity. 



ARC ONE GALLERY | 45 FLINDERS LANE MELBOURNE 3000  
T: + 613 9650 0589 | E: MAIL@ARC1GALLERY.COM | WWW.ARCONE.COM.AU

Tracy Sarroff graduated from BA Fine Art (Hons), RMIT University in 2001 and has since exhibited 
both nationally and internationally. She has exhibited widely, including Sydney Contemporary; 
Melbourne Art Fair; Conny Dietzschold Gallery, Sydney; James Dorahy Project Space, Sydney; 
MARS Gallery, Melbourne; The Lock-Up Cultural Centre, Newcastle; Departure Gallery, London 
(UK); Shire Hall Gallery, Stafford (UK); Burghley House Sculpture Park (UK); and The Bargehouse, 
London (UK). She has been a finalist in many national art prizes including The Paul Guest Prize; The 
Sunshine Coast Art Prize; Redland Art Awards; and Substation Art Prize. She has also exhibited in 
artist-run galleries and participated in several artist residencies. Tracy is a past recipient for the 
Australia Council grant among others. In 2009 she was selected for the prestigious Economist 
Plaza commission by the Contemporary Art Society in central London, in 2010 she completed 
a commission for Staffordshire’s Arts and Museum Service (UK), and in 2015/16 she is working 
towards a major and ambitious public art commission, ‘Birrarung Moat’, in Melbourne’s Docklands 
for the City of Melbourne.

For all enquiries, interviews and images please contact ARC ONE Gallery at mail@arc1gallery.com

Please note ARC ONE Gallery will be closed for the Christmas period from 18 December 2015 and reopen 

19 January 2016.

Tracy Sarroff, Malarkey, 2015, archival pen, pencil, gouache on paper, 21 x 29 cm.


