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‘I Never think of myself as religious or spiritual when I talk to people, but then again I grew up in a temple.....’

Phaptawan Suwannakudt will be exhibiting a new body of work at Arc One on the 
28th July, 09. Born in Thailand in 1959, Suwannakudt has worked as a traditional 
mural painter for over twenty years.  Her interest in traditional painterly style devel-
oped bearing witness to her late father’s approach, the renowed Thai traditional 
mural painter Paiboon Phaptawan, and working as his apprentice. 

 
Suwannakudt continues her ongoing personal narrative exploring representation, 
culture and sense of place. She is a storyteller. Since moving to Australia in 1995, her 
aesthetic deals with the politics of locality and dislocation. Her voice engages with 
stories of the Buddha, mythology and Thai tradition and traces her own spiritual 
and physical history of transformation. 

‘I instinctively scribbled down Thai names in my sketch book of plants found in 
streets days after I first arrived as I migrated to Sydney.  This was probably an urge 
of trying to communicate with the environment and create a mental space of my 
own.  My first attempt in dealing with text was in the background composed with 
images of Buddha statues in work Consecration I in 2002 referring to the ceremony 
in the temple where I lived in during my early childhood.’ Suwannakudt  

In addition to the suite of paintings, Phaptawan will exhibit a series of fabric 
constructions initiated through her 2008 residency in Isarn. 

Phaptawan will be available for interviews on the 25th, 28th, & 29th July

For additional information please contact Arc One Gallery or visit our website. 

phaptawan suwannakudt
july 28- 22 August, 2009

Three Worlds
Preview  Tuesday 28th july 6-8pm 
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I later developed the use of writing text as a medium to process work as to observe wakeful 
moment in the practice of Buddhist meditation in work Casting off a Memory and other works in 
the same period.  The form has become a tool I used as to observe and apply in cultural context, 
the environment unaccustomed to me.

The writing in the work Three Worlds refer to the text from Traibhumikatha: the story of the 
three planes of existence by King Lithai written in 14th century.  It is the narrative of cosmic 
structure in the Thai belief.  The description of the three worlds is basically the lead to Buddhist 
practice which will ultimately get you out of the Samsara and attain enlightenment.  Known 
among Thai as Traiphum Prarewg, it is believed to be among the oldest book in Thailand and 
has been widely referred to in the arts literature, dance, drama, and visual arts.
The process of this series work involves layers of writing the text on top of each other as well 
as on top of motifs and icons referred to in the narrative of the text including Australian trees, 
architecture and figures.  The process also involves masking and peeling off, adding and eras-
ing which is the tool I use in exploration of my practice in between both of my home countries 
Thailand and Australia.
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